
Digital Reviewer Guide



Table of Contents

Basic Navigation

About This Guide

Educator Log In

Locate and Navigate 
the Digital Library

Launching Resources

Key Digital Resources

Teacher’s Resource 
System

Interactive E-Books

ePocket Chart

Assessments

Distance Learning 
Activities

Student Platform

Student Login

Student Dashboard

Digital Library 

2© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.



About This 
Guide
Benchmark Universe™ is a web-based 
digital platform for educators, 
administrators, students, and 
caregivers that provides 24/7 access 
to all materials in Benchmark Workshop 
from school or home.

This guide will walk you through 
the basic navigation of your library 
as well as how to locate key digital 
resources you will need for your 
review, including: 
• Interactive Teacher’s Resource 

System 
• Interactive E-Books 
• ePocket Chart 
• Assessments 
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Educator Log In
To begin your review, log in 
to Benchmark Education’s 
digital platform, 
Benchmark Universe. 

A unique URL, username, 
and password has been 
set up specifically for 
your review. 

Google Chrome is the 
recommended browser,
however, the platform is 
compatible with all modern 
and updated web browsers. 
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Log-In Information 
URL: https://nsdba.benchmarkuniverse.com/
Username: fulton_rfp
Password: Fulton@2020

https://nsdba.benchmarkuniverse.com/


Locate the Digital Libraries
Benchmark Workshop is 
available in both print and 
digital formats. There are 
also digital-only resources 
such as music, videos, and 
an ePocket Chart that are 
available. All resources are 
found in the program’s 
digital library, which is 
accessible directly from the 
dashboard. 

Benchmark Workshop 
is comprised of modules 
that combine to offer a 
comprehensive and 
complete ELA solution. 
Each module has an
icon on the dashboard.
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Phonics & Word 
Study Workshop
library

Writer’s Workshop
and Grammar 
Micro-Workshop 
libraries

Reader’s
Workshop
library



Navigating the Libraries
The digital libraries organize resources 
by type. Scroll through each library to 
browse all resources in each workshop—
or use the filters and search bar to find 
specific resources. 

Resources are grouped by type 
with headings.

Use the grade-level filter to see 
resources for a specific grade level.

Additionally, you can filter by unit, 
week, or resource type.

Once a filter is selected, it will 
become highlighted. To deselect the 
filter, click it again. 

Continue scrolling to explore all 
resources that align to the filters 
that you’ve selected. (Shown here: 
Reader’s Workshop Grade 1, Unit 2)
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Use the library dropdown menu to 
switch between workshop resources. 
Shown here: Reader’s Workshop



Launching Resources 
Each component can be launched 
by simply clicking on it. The 
resources load in a new tab. That 
way, you always have the library 
available on the first tab. 

To launch a resource, click on its 
cover image.  

Alternatively, you can launch a 
resource by clicking on the gear icon 
and choosing Open. 

Resources will launch in a new tab. 
The digital library remains on the 
first tab.
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Teacher’s Resource System

Click on the TRS cover image 
to open it. It will launch in a 
new tab. 

The Teacher’s Resource System 
(TRS) maps the instructional path 
of the program and includes 
teacher instruction. This is a key 
resource in the review process 
and is referenced in the 
correlations. There is one set of 
TRS’s for each Benchmark 
Workshop Module. 

Your digital Teacher’s Resource 
System is your main Teacher’s 
Edition and is marked with the 
label TRS. There is one for every 
unit of instruction and every
module – Reader’s, Phonics, 
Writer’s, and Grammar. 
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Navigating the Reader’s Workshop
Teacher’s Resource System

Content is displayed in the main 
area of the page. 

The Benchmark Reader’s Workshop 
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS) is set 
up like a mini-website. Instead of 
scrolling through a very large PDF, the 
contents of the TRS are broken into 
sections, which are navigable 
through an interactive web page.

Navigate to the sections of the TRS 
using the sections on the left.
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Reading Workshop mini-lessons are 
organized by week into Read-
Aloud, Shared Reading, and 
Reading Mini-Lessons



Navigating the Phonics Workshop
Teacher’s Resource System

Content is displayed in the main 
area of the page.

The Benchmark Phonics and Word Study 
Workshop Teacher’s Resource System 
(TRS) is set up like a mini-website. 
Instead of scrolling through a very large 
PDF, the contents of the TRS are broken 
into sections, which are navigable 
through an interactive web page.

Daily instruction is provided and 
accessible using the navigation on 
the left. 
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Click on the Additional Resources
section to access Cumulative Unit 
Assessments for Phonics. 



Navigating the Writer’s Workshop
Teacher’s Resource System

Navigate each volume using the 
menu on the left. Each week is 
broken into daily sessions of 
instruction. 

The Benchmark Writer’s Workshop 
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS) is 
set up like a mini-website. It is in a
slightly different structure than the
rest of the workshops. The
navigation needs to be revealed by 
clicking on the menu icon in the top 
left corner of the page. 

First, click on the menu icon to 
navigate the TRS for the volume. 
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Navigating the Grammar Micro-
Workshop Teacher’s Resource System

Grammar is taught in context and 
in service of writing and includes 
mentor texts. 

The Benchmark Grammar Micro-Workshop 
Teacher’s Resource System (TRS) is set 
up like a mini-website. Instead of 
needing to scroll through a very large 
PDF, the contents of the TRS are broken 
into sections, which are navigable 
through an interactive web page.

Navigate by using the menu on the 
left  
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Click on images to enlarge 
resources.



Interactive E-Books

Scroll through content to 
explore components with the 
label E-BOOK. 
Shown here: Grade 1 small-group texts

In the digital library, every Mentor Text, 
big book, decodable text, and small-
group text is available as a customizable, 
audio-enabled interactive e-book! 

E-books are assignable so that students 
can read them any time and anywhere 
they have an Internet connection. They 
are great for learning centers, remote 
learning, and independent reading time. 

To launch an e-book, click on its 
cover image. It will launch in a 
new tab.
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Interactive E-Books, continued

Click the Play button to listen to 
synchronized read-aloud audio.  

Every e-book includes synchronized audio 
read aloud by a fluent reader at adjustable 
speeds. A robust set of tools is available to 
annotate the text, embed videos from the web, 
and more. Through assignments, teachers can 
view students notes, response to questions, 
and comment on their work digitally. 

Click the Tools icon to access annotation 
and zoom tools. 

Choose Yes to save annotations. 
Choose No to annotate without saving.

Hover mouse or swipe left (touch device) 
to advance the page. 

Jump to any page or add new pages/embed 
video in Edit Mode. 
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Finding the ePocket Chart
Benchmark Phonics and Word Study Workshop includes 
a digital resource that supports phonological and 
phonemic awareness, letter/sound correspondence, 
word study, and more. 

The ePocket Chart is an interactive version of the 
classic physical pocket chart and comes pre-loaded 
with images, cards, and tools to build your own 
cards. The ePocket Chart is compatible with 
interactive whiteboards, tablets, laptops, desktops, 
and other devices used in classrooms, and can even 
be assigned to students for remote teaching. 

Use the ePocket Chart filter to quickly find 
the ePocket Chart.

Grades K, 1, and 2 include pre-loaded, 
pre-set pocket charts for each day’s 
phonics lesson! 

There is also an ePocket Chart that 
includes all cards and resources across the 
entire workshop. 

15© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Phonics & Word Study Workshop 
from the library dropdown menu. 



Using the ePocket Chart

Drag and drop resources from the 
banks to the tray.

Benchmark Workshop includes a digital resource 
that supports phonological and phonemic 
awareness, letter/sound correspondence, and 
more. The ePocket Chart is an interactive 
version of the classic physical pocket chart and 
comes pre-loaded with images, cards, and tools 
to build your own cards. The ePocket Chart is 
compatible with interactive whiteboards, 
tablets, laptops, desktops, and other devices 
used in classrooms or for remote learning. 

Use Settings to change modes: 
Free Workspace, Elkonin Boxes, 
or Pocket Chart.

ePocket Chart Banks: Click once to reveal 
and then click again to hide the banks.

Use the built-in keyboard to create your 
own cards in the Build Cards bank.

ePocket Chart Overview:
Watch Video >>
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https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/c13ibc35fa


Finding Assessments

Benchmark Workshop includes a variety of 
formative and summative assessments 
available in digital and reproducible 
formats. 

Click the Assessment filter to see 
the assessments included with the 
program. 

Assessments are available in
Reproducible format as well as 
eAssessments – including Weekly, 
Unit, and Interim Assessments. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Assessments and Reports Overview:
Watch Video >>

https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/noqcwdauzz


eAssessments

Benchmark Workshop includes 
eAssessments in a test-taking
environment that mirrors state 
assessments.  

Questions include multi-part and 
tech-enhanced item types. 

Tools such as highlighters, zoom, 
and line readers are available for 
students. 

Further Exploration of Resources

18© Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved.

Assessments and Reports Overview:
Watch Video >>

Settings allow for making 
accommodations for text size and  
color contrast. 

https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/noqcwdauzz


Reports

Reports available at the district, 
school, teacher, and student levels. 

Quickly identify standards with 
with the entire class is struggling.

Further Exploration of Resources
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Assessments and Reports Overview:
Watch Video >>

Results from eAssessments are 
provided in a robust reporting 
environment with standards-
based reports. 

Click a standard to see individual 
student performance. 

See individual students’ 
performance on selected standard 
to inform grouping and reteaching.

https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/noqcwdauzz


Distance Learning Activities
Benchmark Workshop includes daily Distance 
Learning Activities e-books to be used for 
student assignments during remote learning. 
Every day, students read, respond to, and 
write to text. These activities are perfect for 
asynchronous learning time. 

Distance Learning Activities are available for 
the three main Workshops: 
• Reader’s Workshop
• Phonics and Word Study Workshop
• Writer’s Workshop

Click the Distance Learning filter 
to see assignable  Distance Learning 
Activity e-books. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Return to Dashboard
To get back to the Benchmark 
Universe Dashboard, click on the 
Benchmark Universe logo in the 
top left. 

Click on the Benchmark Universe 
logo to return to the Dashboard. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Student Login
As a reviewer, you can 
also explore the 
student experience in 
Benchmark Universe.

Students have access to 
their resources as well 
as anything that was 
assigned by the 
teacher.  

Sign Out of your 
Educator access and 
then use the same URL 
to sign in as a student. 

Note: If you wish to remain 
signed in as a teacher, use a 
different browser or 
Incognito Mode in a new 
window to sign in as a 
student. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Log-In Information 
URL: https://nsdba.benchmarkuniverse.com/
Username: fulton_stu1
Password: password

https://nsdba.benchmarkuniverse.com/


Student Dashboard
Students are provided with a 
dashboard that is focused on 
accessing their resources and 
assignments. 

Library includes the student 
e-books. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Assignments shows teacher-
assigned work for students, 
including reading, assessments, 
videos, and more.  

Reading Log tracks texts that 
students have read on the 
platform to build a reading 
portfolio. 

Inbox provides a way for students 
and teachers to communicate 
directly on the platform. 



Student Library
Students are provided with a 
user-friendly interface that allows 
them to filter to find their texts. 

Select a grade level. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Select a unit to explore student 
texts and resources. 

Students can build bookshelves 
of texts and resources for 
independent reading or research.

Use the dropdown menu to find 
resources from Reader’s, Writer’s, 
and Phonics and Word Study 
Workshops.



Return to Dashboard
To get back to the Benchmark 
Universe Dashboard, click on the 
Benchmark Universe logo in the 
top left. 

Click on the Benchmark Universe 
logo to return to the Dashboard. 

Further Exploration of Resources
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Tech Support 
1-855-245-9751
techsupport@benchmarkeducation.com

mailto:techsupport@benchmarkeducation.com

